The Face of Global Trade:
Associatesin Cultural Exchange

Astheflow of peopleandideasfrom around the
world hasconvergedtoforma globa community, it
hasbecomeincreasingly important to enhance
opportunitiesfor cultural awarenessand understand-
ing so that peoplefrom different backgroundsor
countriescan effectively communicate. Associatesin
Cultural Exchange(A.C.E)is
aprominent bridgefor people
and organizationsaround the

worldto create new connec- fm Hﬁ"‘-
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tionsand buildinterpersona
networksthroughitsarray of
language classes, academic
and career preparation,
cross-cultura organization,
training programsand confer-
ence management programs.

I nter national Success

Sinceitsfoundingin 1973,A.C.E. hasprovided
programsand servicesto over 100,000 participants
and clientsfromthe U.S. and over 50 countries
around theglobe. Infact, 20,000 of those partici-
pantsareinternational. Eachyear, over 700 full time
internationa studentstakepartinA.C.E. Language
Institutes, aprogram held onfive collegeand
university campuses- four intheU.S. and onein
Augtrdia. Thestudentscomefrom over forty
different countriesand study on ayear-round basis.

Another successful program offered by A.C.E. -
known asLanguage Works! - teachesforeign
language classesto 1500 children each year in over

Name: Associatesin Cultural Exhange (A.C.E.)
L ocation: Sesttle, King County
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Programs. A.C.E. Languagelngtitutes, Lan-
guage Works!, study tours, youth camps, train-
ing, conferencesand consulting
Participantssincefounding: over 100,000
Puget Sound Enabler: International connec-
tionsand culturd diversity

70 public and private el ementary schoolsin Western
Washington. A.C.E. partnerswithlocal PTSAs
(Parent, Teacher, Student A ssociations), school
adminigtrators, community coordinatorsand volun-
teersto help kids connect with the global commu-
nity.

Inadditiontoitslanguage
programs, A.C.E. organizes
internationa study tours,
youth camps, enrichment
programs, training, confer-
encesand consulting, all
amedat cregtinganinclusve
globa community.

Numerousaumni from
A.C.E. havegoneontoearn
aMaster’sdegree after their studiesand haverisen
to prominenceintheir professionsafter their timeat
one of thelanguage centers. StudiesatA.C.E.
provide studentsan opportunity to completetheir
undergraduate or graduate degreesat American
univergties, after whichthey establish businessties
tothe peoplethey metinthisregion, or were
employed by local companies.

Why Puget Sound?

ThePuget Sound regionisanatural placefor
A.C.E.tocdl home. Thearea'scultural diversity
and numerousinternational residentscreatesaneed
for programsthat work to bring people and commu-
nitiestogether. A.C.E.’sgoal of promoting cultural
understanding and a“ oneworld” mindset isredized
onadaily basisasit workswith children and adults
throughitsvariousprograms.

The enhanced cultural awarenessand under-
standing that A.C.E. and smilar organizationsbring
to participantsand clientsincreasesthisregion’'s
ability to competein theglobal economy. Better
understanding and communication leadsto produc-
tiveand enduring rel ationshipswith our international
trading partners, whichinturnincreasesour region’'s
international competitiveness- amaor key to Puget
Sound'’sfuture growth and prosperity.



